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Al Reveals Sperm Whale 'Phonetic
Alphabet
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Al Reveals Sperm Whale 'Phonetic
Alphabet
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Researchers studying sperm whale
communication have found that their vocal
patterns are surprisingly complex, similar

to structures 1n human language.
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Sperm whales, which live deep 1n the
ocean, hunt giant squid, but how they catch

these fast creatures remains a mystery.



"They're slow swimmers," says Kirsten
Young, a marine scientist at the University
of Exeter, noting that whales only move
about 3 knots (3.5 km/h or 3.5 mph), while
squid are much quicker. There’s still much
we don’t know about how these slow
whales manage to catch their prey, as they
often dive as deep as 3 km and can stay
underwater for up to two hours.
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While hunting, sperm whales stay 1n
groups, clicking constantly to
communicate, says Young. After about an
hour of diving, they surface together for
about 15 to 20 minutes before diving again.
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